
 

     I watched the documentary RBG about Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and was again riveted by her 
story of quiet persistence, courage, dignity and passion for 
justice – the Biblical kind of justice.   

     She used her intelligence and faith to try to change the 
hearts and minds of those who did not understand how the 
laws were hurting people.  She worked to help people to 
change how they thought about themselves and their               
relationships to each other as well as how society should be 
structured to ensure equity and fairness for all citizens.   Even 
when she was on the losing side, she memorialized her dissent emphasizing the 
side of justice, equality, and inclusion.  She was a prophet in our time; her voice 
should not be silenced, but shouted from the mountaintops. 

     Two Biblical prophets come to mind when I think about the work and                        
accomplishments of RBG Ezekiel and Micah.  In Ezekiel 18, God is trying to 
convince the Israelites to change how they think about themselves, their                     
relationships to each other, and to their past and to God.  The Israelites 
say  “What the Lord does isn’t fair.”  God answers, “Listen, people of Israel. I am 
fair. It is what you do that is not fair!   When good people stop doing good and 
do wrong, they will die because of it. They will die, because they did 
wrong.  When the wicked stop being wicked and do what is fair and right, they 
will save their lives.” 

     We have a choice to make when God implores us to “get yourselves a new 
heart and a new spirit!”  We can either “turn, then, and die,” or “turn, then, and 
live.”  Micah 6 reads “The Lord has told you, human, what is good;   God has told 
you what God wants from you: to do what is right to other people, love being 
kind to others, and live humbly, obeying your God.”   

 

     We seem to be in a place in this nation that we have two competing choices.  
We can understand that God’s message through Ezekiel is for us today, as well as 
it was for the Israelites  We can continue to live with hardened hearts and  “Turn, 
then, and die,” or change our hearts with a new spirit and  “Turn, then, and live.” 
 

     We are called to live the Biblical and Gospel message to proclaim that the 
‘Kin-dom’ of God is about equity and fairness, compassion and grace for all  
people.  That means that the Church must stand for the message of Biblical            
justice in this time just as Ezekiel stood up with the word of God and said:  “Stop 
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There is now a mail slot in 
the 13 Elm Street                

Fellowship Center door.   
If you want to drop off 

your donation or           
correspondence when the 

office is closed you are 
now able to do this. 

A Morning Prayer 

Lord, grant me courage 
as I go through this day. 
When I am tempted to 
give up, help me to keep 
going.                                  
Grant me a cheerful 
spirit when things don't 
go my way.                     
And give me the      
courage to do whatever 
needs to be done.         
In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

- Dr. Ray Pritchard Continued on page 10 

Election 2020 - Make A Plan:  Vote Early, Vote by Mail, or Vote on Election Day!                   Visit voteearlyny.org for complete details 
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Join Pastor Peggi as she explores Scripture and             
topics of faith in a 10-15 minute Facebook Message 
each Sunday at 10:30am.  Be sure to Check-In so we 
know who is attending.   

Go to:  Facebook.com/perucommunitychurch 

Glimpses of God’s Light 

With Pastor Peggi Eller 

Sunday Worship at 9:00am on ZOOM 

 

 
 

Due to “Zoom Bombing” the log-in ID and passcode will change monthly.  If you are signed up with 
Text In Church - (518) 501-1617, you will receive a reminder text every Sunday morning with the 
necessary information.  Once worship begins (about 5 minutes after 9), the service will be “locked” 
to prevent further “bombings”.  The log-in information is also sent out weekly via USPS and email 
along with the weekly prayers.  If you are not receiving this mailing you can contact the office by 
email (office@perucommunitychurch.com) or call (518) 643-8641 on Monday, Wednesday or           
Friday between 9am and 3pm to request that month’s log-in information.  You can also request to 
be put on either mailing list. 

Our condolences to Meg, Ken & Sarah Edwards on the death of Mary Lue Gould  

Meg’s mother, Mary Lue passed away on September 29th.  Please know our prayers are with you. 

Kim Landolfi Bailey  Rosemary Bedard  Hilda Curtis           David Everett              
Kathleen Fornecker   Kelly Guynup             Nancy LaFave          Kellie Fornecker Lathrop 
Marianne Miller                       Barb Perry                                                                                                                          

Our Condolences to the family & friends of June Weiskotton who passed away on 9/12.                                          

Those struggling with physical, mental and spiritual health and addiction.                                                   
Please pray for our military, law enforcement, first responders and medical personnel. 

Prayer Requests 

TEXT IN CHURCH is a member communication tool 

we invite you to try.  By simply texting the word 
‘WELCOME’ to 518-501-1617 you can begin receiving 
messages from Peru Community Church right away.  
These texts may be meeting reminders, last minute 
changes to worship and upcoming events. Please be 
sure to include your name with your phone number so 
we know you are a “real” person.   
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18th Sunday after Pentecost - October 4, 2020 
   - Exodus 20:1-4,7-9,12-20 
   - Psalm 19 
   - Philippians 3:4b-14 
   - Matthew 21:33-46 
 
19th Sunday after Pentecost - October 11, 2020 
   - Exodus 32:1-14 
   - Psalm 106:1-6,19-23 
   - Philippians 4:1-9 
   - Matthew 22:1-14 

 
20th Sunday after Pentecost - October 18, 2020 
   - Exodus 33:12-23 
   - Psalm 99 
   - 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
   - Matthew 22:15-22 
 
21st Sunday after Pentecost - October 25, 2020 
   - Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
   - Psalm 90:1-6,13-17 
   - 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
   - Matthew 22:34-46 
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YEAR TO DATE INCOME & EXPENSES 

As of August 31, 2020 

 Category 
Actual 

Year to Date 

Budget               
Year to Date 

Annual Budget 

X-fer from Endowment 0 $30,000 $45,000 

Giving & General Income  $24,806 $24,958 $156,000 

Total Income $24,806 $54,958 $201,000 

Operating Expenses $27,714 $39,666 $235,506 

Correction:  The 2020 - 2021 proposed budget was passed overwhelmingly not unanimously as stated last month. 

Due to COVID-19 and indoor worship restrictions, Choir Director Carol 
Gallagher has come up with some new ideas for music in worship.  Dur-
ing the month of September Charlie Neyenhouse played the hammered 
dulcimer; String Trio of Emma on violin, Carol on viola and Cooper on 
cello (in the photo) and the Bell Choir  have all shared their gifts with us. 

Cooper has played cello for two years.  Emma is just completing her first 
year of violin study.  Both are part of the Peru Central School String 
Program. 

It was rather cold evening but the String Trio was scheduled to play.  
Family and friends who had come for the service, brought blankets, 
jackets, and even cushions for those cold metal chairs!  The instruments 
were chilly too, and pressing down on those cold strings wasn't com-
fortable.  Emma's  violin strings probably felt cold and sharp.  Cooper's 
thicker cello strings no doubt, felt like little stones.  Similar to the feel-
ing of an annoying pebble in your shoe.   

The congregation had spread out in the back yard  of Fellowship Center; 
sitting in summer lawn chairs but bundled up in winter hats, jackets and 
wrapped in blankets!   More like a soccer game at the end of the season 
than a late summer worship service. 

Cooper and Emma - two terrific kids!  We are very fortunate to have 
them as part of our congregation.  Both have been part of our "Kid's 
Choir" and now they are members of our Bell Choir.   

String Trio Provides Special Music       
for September 20th Worship 
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Items requested   

“Called to feed the Hungry” 
 

Samantha, at the Peru JCEO said they ALWAYS need jelly and kidney beans.  Most canned   
vegetables and fruits are a good choice as well as tuna fish and peanut butter.  

Donations can be dropped off directly at our local JCEO, which is located in the basement of Peru Town 
Hall.  The entryway is located on the rear side of the Town Hall near a “No Parking” sign.  Please be sure 
that all items are within the expiration date and are items you would use.                                                            
Thank you for your generous giving! 

 

Knit Wits’ Creativity Thrives 
During  Pandemic 

                                                                           
Shown in this picture are many of the items 
the Knit Wits created for mission this past 
year for the local JCEO and Christmas at 
Sea through the Seaman’s Church Institute.   

The box here is filled with over a dozen 
beautiful items such as baby sweater & hat 
sets, baby cocoon & hat sets,  car seat               
covers, laps quilts and several un-matched 
baby sweaters and baby hats.  These items 
will be given to our local JCEO.                                            

Two full size afghans were also completed. 

The items shown surrounding the box are                                                                                                           
being shipped to the Seaman’s Church Institute for their Christmas at Sea program.  The 48 items 
shown are hats, scarves, cowls and vests.  A box filled with 45 similar items was mailed before this 
photo was taken.  (To learn more about Christmas at Sea, the mariners they serve and find patterns 
for the items they distribute, visit:  seamenschurch.org/Christmas-at-sea) 

The Knit Wits are continuously working on projects for mission.  If you are interested in obtaining 
patterns for their current garments, have an idea for a future mission project or just want to reach 
out to the group, contact Carol Gallagher at (518) 643-9551 or the church office and your message 
will be forwarded.   
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In Zimbabwe, the local term for depressed or stressed out is “kufungisisa.”   
It means “thinking too much.”  

A benefit of meditation is a clearer mind as you focus on your breathing and 
become aware of what’s going on in the present. 
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When Covid-19 arrived this year and strict rules by the CDC were put in place regarding singing, the 
style of worship we knew significantly changed.  Gone was our Sunday morning in the Sanctuary,   
singing our praises to God together and listening to our Choir share their gifts.   After it was considered 
safe to gather in small groups, the Bell Choir was revived. There are currently 12 people in Bell Choir 
who meet to practice each Tuesday evening in the Fellowship Hall.  Their ages range from grade school 
to retired, some have hand bell experience and some do not, but everyone is welcomed.  The Bell Choir 
played at the funeral service for Lucy Godfrey and provided special music for the September 27th      
outdoor worship service.   

Peru Community Church Bell Choir Practices for New Worship Style 

 

2020 VBS         
Mission              
Projects 

Thank you to all 
of you who  put 

together hygiene 
and school kits for    

disaster relief. 

UMCOR                         
umcmission.org/umcor 

PDA                            
presbyterianmission.org    

18 Hygiene Kits 12 School Kits 
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To date, we have received  $53,765 for the needed repairs to the Sanctuary Building which has 
been enough to repair the steeple from leaking into the Sanctuary and repair the ceiling and 
wall where there was water damage ($27,575).  We have been blessed to have received two 
external grants for a total of $12,500 as well as over $15,000 from the Ladies Guild.  We are in 
the process of selling some land behind the Fellowship Center to the Town of Peru in the 
amount  of $9,000. 

 

As was reported last month, we had hoped to complete sidewalk repairs on the Elm Street side 
of the building and install an ADA-compliant ramp to the front of the Sanctuary before winter, 
but we have been unable to schedule this work until spring. 

 

Unfortunately, we learned that the stonework requires a full restoration. While we have located 
a qualified restoration contractor, the cost is orders of magnitude higher than had been        
projected. The cost for the front façade (most urgently in need of work) is nearly $40,000.00. 

 

After last month’s Study Window, Pastor Peggi received the following letter:  

 

Capital Campaign for the Sanctuary 2020 Update 

 

Dear Pastor Peggi,  
 

After praying about the needs of the Sanctuary building repairs and after remembering 
an old pastor, who said,  “There is good news and bad news about the money needed for 
the Capital Campaign.  The good news is that we have the money. The bad news is that 
it is stuck in your wallet locked by fears you won’t have enough.”  

 

I plan to write a check dated Christmas Day (December 25, 2020) for $1,000 and put it in 
my Bible and trust that there will be enough to send it to the church at Christmas.  

 

And, then I plan to put a second check in my Bible dated on Ash Wednesday (February 
26, 2021) for $1,000 and trust that there will be enough to gift this to the church for the 
Capital Fund for the beginning of Lent.  
 

We don’t need bake sales, fundraisers or dinners to do this.  We need to search our 
hearts and trust we will have enough to gift our prayer from our excess.  

 

So, here is a question for each member of our church.  What are you willing to give 
knowing that God will always provide what we need?  Everyone’s checks would be differ-
ent. Some might give a tenth as much others might easily give five or ten times more.  

 

Use this as a example for the congregation or not.  This is my answer to the question, 
“Where will the money come for the Sanctuary repairs?” 

Note:  The above amount of $53,765 includes the grant total of $12,500 and $15,000 from Ladies Guild. 
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Seen below are some beautiful flowers that grew 
from the seeds mailed earlier this spring to Nathan 
and Riley Zielinski.  The seeds are from the outreach 
ministry for the kids of the church mentioned in last 
month’s Study Window.  The Zielinski family enjoyed 
the flowers all summer and wanted to share them 
with their church family. 

What is Pastor Appreciation Month?   

     A brief history - some churches have celebrated this since the late 1800’s.  Then, formally in 
1992, a group of pastors & church leaders began a special time to honor those who serve in 
ministry. They grounded the celebration on Paul’s words to Timothy: “The elders who direct 
the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is 
preaching and teaching” (1 Tim. 5:17).   Other Biblical references include Deuteronomy and 
others of Paul's letters.  Much like Boss’s Appreciation Day, Administrative Assistants’ Day or 
Grandparents’ Day, the greeting card companies jumped in, with the second Sunday in October 
recognized as the ‘official’ day.   

     Certainly we should recognize our Pastor year-round - but how many of us specifically  
communicate that to her?  Let’s make a special effort this month and going forward, to honor 
Pastor Peggi and her ministry among us all.  

     Some suggestions - Cards and personal notes; food, special meals, gift cards; emails; calls 
and meaningful conversations; listening; being present, enthusiastic, encouraging and               
supportive; volunteering, donations to Pastor’s Discretionary Fund which is used for people in 
need; saying thank you; helping where needed; growing in Grace; and of course, praying for 
our pastor. 

 

Barb Benkwitt, Chair of Personnel Team 

(Sources - ChristiantyToday.org; blog.cloversites.com, Oct 14, 2019; pastor-gifts.com and others)  

 

Thank you! 
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We know it is hard for families to gather for worship on Sunday mornings, especially 

when it involves sitting in front of the computer together, so Revs. Phil Richards, 

Chrysalis Beck and Peggi Eller have put together a monthly worship service designed 

around a children’s sermon.  On the last Sunday of each month, we will post a new 

video for families to watch together on their own schedule. 

 

This month we focused on what it means to be WELCOMING based on the story of 

Abraham and Sarah welcoming the three strangers in Genesis 18.  The 20-minute 

video includes sing-along music, prayer and a story.  Check it out on our own Peru 

Community Church YouTube channel at:                                                           

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvFObNL81VgXpPrc2OXabxg 

 

Worship Team Update   
After several meetings, the Worship Team has reached the decision to                                                           
continue ZOOM worship through the winter months.  While we know                                                                  
people are longing to see one another and be together in worship, we do                                                                   
not see a safe and viable way to soothe that longing with in-person                                                                                  
worship at this time.  (Like everything these days, subject to change). 

 

We will be continuing outdoor worship at 6:00pm Sunday evenings on the back lawn of the Fellowship 
Center through October 11th, (weather permitting) ZOOM Worship on Sunday  mornings at 9:00am, 
and a brief Facebook reflection at 10:30am.  We are looking into new ways to integrate music so that 
you may sing along at home, especially as we approach the Advent season. 

 

Please feel free to reach out to members of the Worship Team should you have suggestions. 

 

Your Worship Team, 

Debbie Bell, Mary Jo Juneau, Amanda Corse, Carol Gallagher 

North Country Soul Fruit                           

A Family-Based Worship Experience 



 

 

PO Box 38 

12 Elm Street 

Peru, NY  12972    

Peru Community Church 

Phone: 518-643-8641     

E-mail: office@perucommunitychurch.com 

Website:  www.perucommunitychurch.com 

A place for you to encounter God. 

Sunday Morning at 10:30am on            
Facebook Live                                       

facebook.com/perucommunitychurch 

The Coming Together of  
Two Great Traditions:                                        

 

Presbyterian Church USA 
The United Methodist Church 

Come Worship With US! 

Sunday Morning at 9:00am on ZOOM                                  
Call the office for log in information 

Our vision at Peru Community Church is to: 
           

 Meet people where they are (physically, emotionally and spiritually) 
 Transform lives by sharing and growing in the love of Christ (grow disciples) 
 To actively care for all God’s Creation (be good stewards) 

telling yourselves this story that is imprisoning you and every subsequent generation.  Don’t fall for this 
strategy of believing a lie when it’s repeated over and over.  A lie is a lie.  Here’s God’s truth: ‘I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone’, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.” 

     The powers of wickedness may seem to have the upper hand right now.  They will use their power to try 
to overwhelm us, wear us down and convince us that they are right – or at least to be silent against the lies.  
But God is very clear – these spiritual forces of wickedness do not have the power to control us.  We must, 
even in our state of exhaustion,  “Turn, then, and live” by advocating for positive economic balance,              
environmental protections, by wearing a mask to protect our neighbors, by shining light into the darkness, 
caring for the least among us and exercising our right to vote our Christian moral values of justice and mercy 
and humility.  History shows us that the voices of the prophets have always revealed God’s ultimate truth.  
The question for us is “Are we willing to respond to and follow the call of the modern day prophet?” 

Sunday Evening at 6:00pm - Ends 10/11/20                                                      
In the back yard of the Fellowship Center                     

Weather Permitting                                                                    
Bring your own chair and masks 

 World Communion Sunday - October 4, 2020 
The first Sunday in October is World Communion Sunday.    Many  
Christian churches across the globe join this celebration of unity. World 
Communion Sunday began at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in       
Pittsburgh, PA in 1933. The Rev. Hugh Thompson Kerr and his            
congregation sought to demonstrate the interconnectedness of            
Christian churches, regardless of denomination. In 1940, the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America adopted World-Wide                 
Communion Sunday.   We will celebrate World Communion Sunday on 
October 4th at 9am on ZOOM and at 6pm at In-Person Outdoor service. 


