
 

People tell me they’re tired. This                 
epidemic is exhausting. It’s gone on for 
so long, and they are ready for it to be 
over. COVID has been only since March, 
but consider the  years, decades and centuries of discussion and promises 
about equal rights and civil rights and equality that never materializes.             
Exhausting and disenfranchising! 

As conversations about race, racism and racial justice continue to fill the 
news cycle and interrupt sports events, we, as Christians, have an              
opportunity to really investigate what it meant when the prophet Micah 
reminded us that we are required to “Embrace Justice, act with kindness 
and walk with humility in front of God.”  But even more than that, we need 
to be talking about what it means today for us to be Apostles to be sent by 
Jesus to announce the good news of the kingdom.  

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has sent Me to heal the broken-
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives and recovery of sight to the 

blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed.” (Luke 4:18) 

Combating discrimination and the evils of racism are central to our calling 
as Christians. Jesus repeatedly challenged discrimination and racial   
stereotypes in his parables, including The Good Samaritan (Luke 11) and in 
his interaction with the Syro-Phoenician woman (Mark 7). The Apostle Paul 
reminded the Galatians that in Christ “there is no longer Jew or Greek… 
slave or free… male and female” (Gal. 3). Presbyterians and Methodists 
alike have a long history of opposing racism in society, and addressing the 
elimination of racism in the structural systems that continues to oppress 
the liberties of many persons of color.  And we continue. 
  
Racism is not so much about the particular actions of a prejudiced                  
individual or group as it is about how prejudice is built into a society’s very 

systems and structures. Racism in the U.S. is a 
socially constructed system. Some people are 
advantaged (privileged), and others are            
disadvantaged (oppressed), merely because of 
their skin color, ethnic identity, gender identity 
or their ancestral background. Social power and 
prejudice have combined to treat people in the                       
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There is now a mail slot in 
the 13 Elm Street                

Fellowship Center door.   
If you want to drop off 

your donation or           
correspondence when the 

office is closed you are 
now able to do this. 

Lord,                                                     
Open my eyes to see people 
anew,                                              
Open my ears to hear fresh 
perspectives,                                 
Open my mind to learn new 
things,                                              
Open my heart to be more 
understanding,                              
Help me to offer love to 
others like you offer love to 
me,                                                             
Let me be the light of Christ 
in a troubled and hurting 
world.                                          
Amen. 

A Prayer to Begin Your Day 

(continued on page  8)                                               



 

Samantha, at the Peru JCEO said the item they are running low on this month is canned potatoes.  
She said they ALWAYS need jelly and kidney beans. 

Donations can be dropped off directly at our local JCEO, which is located in the basement of Peru Town 
Hall.  The entryway is located on the rear side of the Town Hall near a “No Parking” sign.  Please be sure 
that all items are within the expiration date and are items you would use.                                                            
Thank you for your generous giving! 
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Items requested   

“Called to feed the Hungry” 

Join Pastor Peggi as she explores Scripture and             
topics of faith in a 10-15 minute Facebook Live Event 
each Sunday at 10:30am.  Be sure to Check-In so we 
know who is attending.  A recorded version will also 
be available on Facebook if you can’t attend “live”. 

Go to:  Facebook.com/perucommunitychurch 

Glimpses of God’s Light 

With Pastor Peggi Eller 

Due to “Zoom Bombing” you must call the church office during  
office hours to request log-in information.                                            
 Monday and Wednesday:  9am - 1pm                                               
 Friday:  9am - noon 

Sunday Worship at 9:00am on ZOOM 

 

 
 Online Grief Group Available  

First United Methodist Church of Unadilla is offering an online Grief Group which meets Thursdays 
from 6:30pm to 8pm.  The sessions begin on Thursday, August 13th with rolling enrollment so you 
can join anytime. 

Contact Person: 
Brandilynne Craver, Group Leader & Pastor of FUMC of Unadilla 
 607-656-7908 
 
Registration & Information: 
https://www.griefshare.rg/groups/124275 
 
Visit the above website for more information and to register.  You can contact Pastor Brandi through 
the website or directly at the number listed above. 
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14th Sunday after Pentecost -  September 6, 2020 
   - Exodus 12:1-14 
   - Psalm 149 
   - Romans 13:8-14 
   - Matthew 18:15-20 
 
15th Sunday after Pentecost -  September 13, 2020 
   - Exodus 14:19-31 
   - Psalm 114 
   - Romans 14:1-12 
   - Matthew 18:21-35 

 
16th Sunday after Pentecost - September 20, 2020 
   - Exodus 16:2-15 
   - Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
   - Philippians 1:21-30 
   - Matthew 20:1-16 
 
17th Sunday after Pentecost - September 27, 2020 
   - Exodus 17:1-7 
   - Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
   - Philippians 2:1-13 
   - Matthew 21:23-32 
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Prayer Requests 
Hilda Curtis  Jackie Douglass  David Everett  Kathleen Fornecker 
Mary Lue Gould Kelly Guynup   Nancy LaFave  Kellie Fornecker 
Marianne Miller         Barb Perry   Craig Rock                                                           
Kim Landolfi Bailey     For the family and friends of Lucy Godfrey.                                                                                  

Those struggling with physical, mental and spiritual health and addiction.                                        
Please pray for our military, law enforcement, first responders and medical personnel. 

Lathrop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Participate, Register at:  https://pres-outlook.org/2020/07/holy-imagination-race-how-the-church-can-be-
a-healing-force-in-americas-racial-divide/ 

Free Webinar:  Holy Imagination & Race  
Sponsored by Presbyterian Publishing 
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As you know, “in-person” Vacation Bible School was cancelled this year but thanks to Mrs. Edwards,    
on-line Vacation Bible School was held during the month of August. 

The first week’s science project focused on observing your own caterpillar as it built a chrysalis to grow 
into a butterfly.   The craft project was to build your caterpillar a habitat so that when it emerges from 
the chrysalis it will have a safe, quiet space to rest before flying into the wild.  Riley Zielinski had fun 
with his project and has shared pictures of the process.  Although Riley tried introducing the butterfly to 
some beautiful flowers, he flew off and settled in a maple tree.  Thank you to the Zielinski family for 
documenting and sharing the process and to Mrs. Edwards for all her hard work planning, organizing 
and distributing Vacation Bible School for us this year! 

VBS 2020 - Caterpillar Project 

                                                                                                                
One of the outreach ministries that has been happening in 
the background during COVID is the weekly mailings to the 
kids of the church.                                                                                     
There has been much delight expressed about receiving 
weekly “snail mail” from the church.                                                       
One of the projects this spring was sending seeds to the kids 
to plant, water, watch, and reflect on.   

The photo and following note comes from Michelle St. Onge.  

“Thought I would share with you a highlight of tonight’s   
dinner. The basil comes from the seeds that were sent to 
Ethan months back. Even though I couldn’t engage Ethan in 
the process, I am personally reflecting heavily on the             
metaphor of the seeds our church plants in me and in so 
many, and the goodness that comes from God as a result of 
that effort.  Thank you!”   

Thanks to Deanne Price and Jennifer Ess for leading this   
ministry for the kids.  Your work is greatly appreciated. 

Outreach Ministry - Connecting with the Kids & Sowing Seeds 
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Many of you, no doubt, saw the lift truck and workers at the Sanctuary over the summer.  
The Trustees are pleased to report that the steeple has been fully re-sided and weatherproofed.  
The ceiling damage to the inside of the Sanctuary has also been repaired as well as the holes that 
were drilled into the ceiling inside the rear Elm Street entrance from the prior water damage 
there. 

We are working to get the sidewalk repairs and improvements done before winter sets in.  
Unfortunately, the news on the stonework is not as optimistic.  We have learned that the repairs 
we had anticipated and priced out are insufficient.  The stonework requires a full restoration.  
While we have located a qualified restoration contractor, the cost is orders of magnitude higher 
than had been projected.  The cost for the front façade (most urgently in need of work) is nearly 
$40,000.00. 

The Trustees believe that we are up to having this work 
done in the not too distant future, but the fundraising campaign 
will need to be expanded and extended.  Current projections       
indicate that we have sufficient money to repair the Elm Street 
sidewalk and provide an ADA compliant walkway from the front 
of the Sanctuary Building around to meet up with the Elm Street 
walkway.  The goal is to have this work completed before    
Thanksgiving. 

The Trustees are grateful for the continued support and  
generosity of the congregation for our ongoing efforts to maintain 
and improve our facilities.  Please continue your support through 
this trying time. 

Brian Guest                                                                                                                                                                 
 Chair, Board of Trustees 

 Category 
Actual 

Year to Date 

Budget               
Year to Date 

Annual Budget 

X-fer from Endowment 0 $30,000 $45,000 

Giving & General Income  $11,001 $12,479 $156,000 

Total Income $11,001 $42,479 $201,000 

Operating Expenses $14,424 $19,833 $235,506 

YEAR TO DATE INCOME & EXPENSES 

As of July 31, 2020 

Capital Projects Update 

The Proposed Budget for fiscal year 2020 - 2021 passed unanimously.  If you have any questions 
regarding the budget going forward you can direct them to Bill Price, Chair of the Finance Team. 
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It has been a long 5 months since NYS shut down due to the COVID19 pandemic.  Although most venues 
are re-opening they are doing so under multiple restrictions.  Churches are no exception.  The worship 
team has been working to support Pastor Peggi in her efforts to provide the congregation with worship 
services possible under these heavy restrictions.   

 

Currently: 

 * online “Zoom” services are held every Sunday at 9:00am and will continue as our primary worship 
    experience. 

 * Facebook Live message by Pastor occurs every Sunday at 10:30am. 

 * Outdoor services---will occur in the yard behind the Fellowship Center from September 6th    
    through October 11th at 6:00 (weather permitting). 

 *Targeting indoor, in-person services in mid-October in the Fellowship Center with a limit of 50 
    people, masks and social distancing are a few of the restrictions we will need to follow.  

 

One area that your worship team would like your help with is Music**.  With no choir, no group singing 
and difficulties transmitting music over the Zoom site we are seeking help from soloists/duets, instrumen-
talists and someone with the technical know-how to help with a sound system.   Also a handbell choir has 
been started and will play periodically. God gave us all talents.  Is music (traditional, contemporary, 
unique, country, jazz, new age) one of yours?  Please consider helping us with this aspect of worship. 
 

Debbie Bell  (debbell5152@gmail.com)                                                                                                                  
Chair, Worship Team 

Worship Team Update 

**We are looking for a portable keyboard for outdoor worship.              
Preferably one which connects to a speaker and power supply. 
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VBS MISSION PROJECTS - It’s not too late! 
This year’s VBS was held online during the month of August.  Along with great Bible stories, 
crafts, science projects and music to learn, there was also a weekly mission project.  We 
would like to extend the invitation to join in the mission projects to the congregation and 
community.  This year’s projects are below in the order they occurred. 
 
 Week 1 – Donate food to the JCEO Food Pantry in Peru 
 Week 2 – Make a Hygiene Kit 
 Week 3 – Make a School Kit 
 Week 4 – Pick up Trash and Litter in your Neighborhood 
 
All the details are found on the VBS website which is:                                                                       
https://medwords.wixsite.com/pccvbs                                                         
or you can link to it from the church website:                              
https://www.perucommunitychurch.com  
 
The weeks are listed across the top of the Home Page.                                                                              
Click on a week, scroll to Mission (at the bottom of the page), gather the supplies and    
complete your mission project. 

Hygiene Kit Example School Kit Example 



 

 

 

PO Box 38 

12 Elm Street 

Peru, NY  12972    

Peru Community Church 

Phone: 518-643-8641     

E-mail: office@perucommunitychurch.com 

Website:  www.perucommunitychurch.com 

A place for you to encounter God. 

Sunday Morning at 10:30am on            
Facebook Live                                       

facebook.com/perucommunitychurch 

The Coming Together of  
Two Great Traditions:                                        

 

Presbyterian Church USA 
The United Methodist Church 

Come Worship With US! 

Sunday Morning at 9:00am on ZOOM                                  
Call the office for log in information 

Our vision at Peru Community Church is to: 
           

 Meet people where they are (physically, emotionally and spiritually) 
 Transform lives by sharing and growing in the love of Christ (grow disciples) 
 To actively care for all God’s Creation (be good stewards) 

U.S. differently since the formation of the country, whether intentionally or unintentionally or            
unknowingly. As a consequence, there is unequal and inequitable access to resources such as money, 
education, information and decision-making power and bias in the judicial system, lending, zoning   

Jesus sends us out to heal body and soul. Not just the bodies and souls of individuals, but the body and 
soul of communities and nations. Systemic racism is an infection of the communal body, of how we 
have organized ourselves in society.  Understanding and transforming a society built on systemic     
racism won’t be comfortable or easy. It won’t be without risk. But it will bring us that much closer to 
the words we regularly pray: “Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth...”                             
                                           
Pastor Peggi 

Engage in on-line learning at the following sites:                                                                                                               
https://www.pcusa.org/bearingwitness/                                                                                                                            
https://www.gcorr.org/anti-racism-101-required-skills-for-white-people-who-want-to-be-allies/  

Consider Reading:                                                                                                                                                                 
“White Fragility: Why It Is So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism” by Robin DiAngelo                                    
“How to Be an Anti-Racist”   by  Ibram X. Kendi                                                                                                                                                                                       
“The Broken Road” by Peggy Wallace Kennedy                                                                                                                                                                                         
The Hidden Rules of Race: Barriers to an Inclusive Economy by Andrea Flynn, et. al.                                                                                                                                  
“Good White Racist: Confronting Your Role in Racial Injustice”  by Kerry Connelly*                                                                    
                   *see page 3 for a webinar opportunity  presented by this author 

How Can The White Church Become a Healing Force in the Fight Against Racism? 

and government spending.  

Sunday Evening at 6:00pm                                                       
In the back yard of the Fellowship Center                     

Weather Permitting                                                                    
Bring your own chair and masks 


